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POPPY APPEAL AS 16th AUG 2011 


POPPY APPEAL TOTAL: £35,926,280.28  


METROPOLITAN TOTAL: £ 3,631,779.51 





‘Accept the challenges so that you can feel the exhilaration of victory.’ 


(George Patton)





THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION


London Met Branch


  NEWSLETTER





CHANGES IN THE LONDON MET OFFICE


The South Met Membership Administrator, Maria Healy has left the Legion for a career as a Community Fundraiser.  I am sure you would wish her well in her new role. 


I have taken on board the South Met and now look after the whole of the London Met Region.  An assistant has been recruited and is due to start in the near future to handle the basic day to day admin work and queries.  At present I am still based at HQ at the following address:


Louis Cecile - Membership


Haig House


199 Borough High Street


London


SE1 1AA





Tel: 0203 207 2484


Email: lcecile@britishlegion.org.uk





The contact numbers for those in the Metropolitan Office are:


Acting Head of Met Welfare					Benefits and Money Advice


Susan Watmough - 020 3207 2136				Lynsey Dalton (BMA) – 020 3207 2488


								Janet Boyce (BMA) - 020 3207 2159


Welfare							Membership


Dharmender S Dhillon (CMA) - 020 3207 2495		Louis Cecile Met (MA) - 0203 207 2484


CSO – To commence in autumn 2011			Assistant (TBC) – 0203 207 2485


Wakeel Gbajumo (CWO) – 020 3207 2491


Kirsten Olufsen – (CWO) - 020 3207 2493


Safa Khalique – (CWO) - 020 3207 2490 


Elizabeth Shelley – Temporary CWO - 0203 207 2492





Fundraising 						


Graham Ferris (RFM) – 0207 863 3349 


Stephanie Davenport (SE CFR) – 020 7863 3347


Ann Bedford (CFR) – 0207 863 3348


Graham Akins (SW CFR) – 0207 863 3350


Sharon Bonner (NE CFR) - 0208 524 8373


Deborah Armantrading (NW CFR) - 07500 918 682








DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA YOUR E- MAIL? – THEN PLEASE INFORM THE EDITOR





� HYPERLINK "mailto:lcecile@britishlegion.org.uk" ��lcecile@britishlegion.org.uk� 








The deadline for submitting Branch Accounts is the





31st December 2011





August 2011 





BRANCH TRAINING


Following the successful Branch Treasurers Course held at Haig House on the 30/31 July, I will be looking to arrange for future training if interest is shown.


If you missed the Branch Treasurers Course, please let me know so that one can be scheduled. 


For those new to their post as a Branch Official, please contact me to express interest for going on a Branch Management Course. 


A copy of the training course form is enclosed for reference.  It will require approval by your County Training Officer when a course is scheduled.





DIRECT DEBIT


Branches are reminded to ask all new members to consider signing up for Direct Debit when they apply for membership.  Direct Debit will simplify your administration and ensure members do not have to be concerned about remembering payment for renewals every year. 





Please remind new and current members that bank details are administered by Head Office and used solely for collection of membership fees.


  


I enclose a copy of the Direct Debit form for members for reference. 











ANGLO-BELGIAN CENOTAPH PARADE





Every year on a Sunday in July there is an interesting parade at the Cenotaph to which all branches are invited to attend with their standards.  In 1934, in recognition of the World War 1 comradeship when Belgian and British troops fought together, King George V gave to Belgium the unique right to parade every year with armed troops at the Cenotaph. 





To this day several hundred serving, cadets and veteran Belgians come over to London; and the salute is taken by a member of the Belgian Royal Family or a senior parliamentarian.  While in the past many branches have been represented, British numbers have now diminished, and it is hoped this trend can be reversed - and once again our numbers can match the Belgians.





If any branch or individual is interested please contact Colonel Peter Trustram Eve - � HYPERLINK "mailto:peter@trustrameve.com" ��peter@trustrameve.com� or 01453 833471 for further information and to get an invitation for July 2012.











BRANCH AGM


Branches are advised to remember that their accounts must be adopted at their AGM, which needs to be held by the 30th November 2010








South West County 


New Standard Dedication





On the 2nd October 2011, the South West County are having a dedication to their new standard and laying up the old County Standard.





A parade will start from Richmond Branch to St Mary Magdalene Church at 2.15 pm. The service commences at 3 pm at the Church followed by a return to the Branch for refreshments.





For further details, please email:  southwestcountyrbl@btconnect.com











BRANCH INFORMATION


An update of the Branch Handbook and the Branch Accounts pack has been sent out to all Branches. 


If you have not received either document by September, please contact me.











MEMBERSHIP CHANGE REPORT


Please note that this service is no longer available from the Membership Services department.


If your Branch requires a Membership Change Report, please email me.








March for Honour


Starting in four separate locations, the Royal Marines, Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force teams will march a distance that is equal or greater than the total number of British fatalities in Afghanistan and Iraq since 2001.


On the 11th November, they will be making their way from Windsor to the Royal Albert Hall.  This route will pass through Osterley Park, Gunnersbury Park, Acton Green, Heathrow, Kensington Gardens, Kensington Olympia and Holland Park. 


Your Branch can use this opportunity to fundraise and support the teams. 


For further information on this memorable event, please visit http://www.march4honour.com











MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL INFORMATION


It is that time of the year again, please be aware of the following points during this period:


Direct Debit membership cards are to be despatched direct to members by the 12th September 2011.  


Cash cards will be despatched to branches by 14th September 2011. 


Replacement cards are no longer issued. If a member loses a card a fee of £2.50 must be paid by either the individual or the Branch.  Membership Services will need to be contacted to authorise a replacement. 


Unsold 2012 membership cards must be accompanied by Form MS 6/11 and sent to CDI at Eastleigh for processing by the 1st February 2012. 


Transfers will re-commence on 1st October 2011, please use the Form MS 7/07 to transfer members.


All Direct Debit instructions received from cash payers at Membership Services or CDI will be treated as a Change in Method of Payment and the Direct Debit will come into effect on 1st October 2012.


If a branch has not returned their DDSP Rates Report, advising new rates of subscription the latest rates on the database will be used.  The deadline was the 15th July.


If you have any queries, the Membership Services team can be contacted via the following email: 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:membershipservices@britishlegion.org.uk" ��membershipservices@britishlegion.org.uk�


Alternatively feel free to contact me if you have a specific query.











BRANCH FUNDS INITIATIVE 





A new fax line and email address is available for submitting BFI withdrawal forms and other BFI related queries.  It can also be used for queries about using funds in your BFI to pay for membership fees.





The details are:





Fax: 0203 465 9166


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:branchfunds@britishlegion.org.uk" ��branchfunds@britishlegion.org.uk� 














BRANCH ADMIN FEE





Most Branches have a stationery expense and communicate regularly with their members via a newsletter or letter. 





To ensure your Branch can meet this cost it is recommended that a Branch charges an admin fee. This fee is used for the general running and upkeep of the Branch.





If your Branch does not have an admin fee it can effect what you can achieve as an RBL Branch.





If you have any questions about admin fees, please contact me.














�


This edition’s explanation of military expressions from the book “Rank and File- Military and Naval Expressions and their Origins” from Grange Books concerns Standard Bearer’s





“In the confusion of battle it was important for soldiers to have a rallying point and this often took the form of a tall pole carrying an emblem or banner around which troops could gather and behind which they could launch an attack.  


The man charged with the task of carrying the standard carried a great responsibility, for if a standard was captured and either disappeared from sight, or was hoisted by the enemy, it could cause panic in the force. 


Therefore standard bearers were invariably brave, dependable warriors, men capable of leading their fellows into battle and maintaining a determined onslaught.


‘Standard’ originates from the Old French word estendart which is rooted in the Latin extendere meaning to stretch out or spread out.”


If your Branch does not have a standard bearer or would like to know more, please contact the County Standard Bearer via your County Office. 


Special thanks to Stephen Goddard, Branch Chairman of Buckhurst Hill for loaning me the book and for his historical knowledge.  


�








SIGN UP TO THE


BRANCH FUNDS INITIATIVE


FOR EXCELLENT 


INTEREST RATES


3.05%





Do you have something to say? 


Has something happened in your county or branch that you would like to share with the rest of the London Met Region?


Do you have an event coming up that you would like published? 


Let Louis know!  





�





DATES FOR THE DIARY


Saturday 10th September – Ruislip Lido Fun Day, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.hillingdonac.co.uk" ��www.hillingdonac.co.uk�  for information.


Poppy live at the O2 – all day event.


Tuesday 20th September – Westminster Abbey 90th Anniversary Service.


Sunday 2nd October – South West County – New Standard Dedication at Richmond Branch.


Sunday 16th October – Service of Thanksgiving for 90 years of the Legion, West Drayton starting at 3 pm.  


Venue: St Matthews Church, High Street, Yiewsley, London UB7 7QH


Thursday 27th & Friday 28th October – Poppy Appeal Launch 
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